King George and Queen Mary in Paris

the Russian sceptre and those in Posen under the German.
The Cardinal is exceedingly well informed about everything
which is happening, remembers every Polish name no matter
how difficult and didn't conceal from us the difficulties he
foresees in the negotiations with these two countries in
connection with the new appointments of the Bishops who
are to be replaced.

I read the papers little but I am reading enough to see that
the Prince of Albania is already in an awkward position.
Good will does not suffice, one must have a little talent as well.
I believe he accepted the offer of Albania without suspecting
what he would find in that country and without taking into
account the difficulties -which would daily beset his path.
He is one of those men who believe that it suffices to be a
Prussian officer to impose on others and succeed. Berlin and
Potsdam are now overflowing with that type.

In Paris there are other echoes. . . . What eloquence
Briand has and what a speech ! What talents they possess
in the French middle class. I don't believe that in any other
country that class is so enlightened.

I was very much struck the other day by the way Biilow
spoke and the manner in which he grasps the unsatisfactory
transformation which is taking place in his country and the
poverty of the policy they are carrying out. This latter is
far from pleasing all Germans you may be sure.

Rome, 2&th April, 1914.

I haven't as yet any news of the election in France. From
Berlin I haven't had a letter. The visit of the King and
Queen of England to Paris must be making not a little bad
blood in Germany because it has been emphasised that Eng-
land wished to follow the policy of understanding initiated
by Edward the Seventh and that Russia was also intending
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